
Design Insight:
 

how to determine your 
personal st yle and  

budget in 7 simple steps
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Whether you’re ready to work with a professional designer or you just want to DIY some of your 
home decor, these simple steps will help you develop your own unique style and budget so that you 
can build a look that you love.  

       i m ag i n e  h ow yo u wa n t t o f e e l. 

Start by reflecting on how you would like to feel in your new space. What kinds of activities would 
you like to do there? How would you like your house guests to feel? Are you looking for a creative 
and inspiring space? Or are you craving a comfortable and cozy retreat? Maybe you’re in need of a 
welcoming and open space that’s easy for entertaining? What is most important to you? Make a list 
of the specific things you want in your new space: comfort, storage, light, space, color, plants, etc.  
Think through this on your own, or dialogue with your partner or family members, and use this list to 
inform your design ideas and decisions. 
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          g e t i n s p i r e d. 

A great way to kickstart your project and to help make it feel more real is to create an inspiration 
board.  You can cut out images from magazines, or use websites like Pinterest and Houzz to col-
lect images and find inspiration. Think of the colors, shapes, and textures you like. It’s also helpful 
to know what you absolutely don’t like, so make note of those too. When you start your project, 
your inspiration board can serve as a reference to help you stay consistent, and it will allow you to 
keep your project from being too overwhelming or unruly. If you end up working with a designer, 
this step will be very helpful to better understand your direction and it will save a lot of time. There 
is no right or wrong way to gather inspiration, so be open and creative as you take note of what 
piques your interest. 
 

         s o r t t h r o u g h t h e s t u f f. 

Your project will be a lot easier to manage if you start with a clean slate, or as close to a clean slate 
as possible. Start by walking around your house, and take an inventory of the things that you ab-
solutely want to keep and the things that you want to replace. Keep in mind that you might think a 
family heirloom like your grandmother’s chair will throw off the new look you’re going for but you’d 
be surprised by how you can tie in unique pieces that can elevate your overall look. You could con-
sider reupholstering an old chair to give it new life while still honoring its heritage. When I work with 
my clients, I love to find clever ways to incorporate a beloved item into a new scheme and highlight 
it as the eclectic piece in the room. 

 

          c o n s i d e r s m a l l  c h a n g e s  t o m a k e  a  b i g  s p l a s h. 

When you’re planning your project, sometimes your attention might be focused on the bigger 
design elements like your couch or your new dining room table. I encourage you to think of all 
the elements in a room, not just the furniture. Painting your interiors is a relatively easy way to 
give your house a completely fresh new look. Another small-scale design change that makes a big 
impact is to replace old light fixtures—think of wall sconces, mundane ceiling lights, or the dining 
room fixture that has been there since you bought your house but you never bothered replacing; 
it’s a fun and quite inexpensive way to bring pizzazz into a room. Replace a worn area rug with a 
vibrant new rug. Invest in some new window treatments to really transform the feel of your space. 
Take your time merchandising and accessorizing because the little elements like pillows, plants, 
wall art, and even the way your bookshelves are organized all make a big difference in setting the 
ambiance in the room and enhancing the overall look of a space.  
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         u n d e r s ta n d yo u r f i n a n c e s. 

Before you commit to any design project, make sure that you have an idea of your financial re-
sources and then determine a budget. If you haven’t shopped for furniture in a while, you might be 
surprised at the cost of an investment for nice furniture. If you have a specific piece in mind, take 
some time to browse online for comparable items and get a sense of cost. Give yourself some wig-
gle room to account for unexpected items; as you start shopping, you’ll find things along the way 
that would look great in your ‘remodel’, but that you may not have planned for in your initial bud-
get. Remember there will be taxes, shipping cost, and delivery fees, so be sure to add an additional 
15-20% to your final budget. 

s e t  yo u r p r i o r i t i e s . 

One way to ensure that the design process runs smoothly is to understand your priorities. If you’re 
working with a professional designer, you’ll have their support and guidance to help you identify 
your priorities, but doing it on your own can also be a helpful (and fun!) way to get started. 

When shopping for furniture, a good rule of thumb to keep in mind is that the main item in each 
room will generally be the more costly one (sofa, dining table/chairs, bed, etc.). These are the items 
you will use the most and that will set the tone for a particular room. You want to make sure that 
piece is of good quality and that it reflects your desired style and esthetic. It’s OK to splurge a little 
bit more on these important items; you can balance the rest of the budget among the other, less 
crucial elements. 

k e e p  i t  a l l  i n  p e r s p e c t i v e.

Remember that, although it can be challenging, the design process should be fun and enjoyable. 
After all, you’re investing your time, energy, and resources into creating your ideal home for you and 
your family. If at any time during the design process you start to feel overwhelmed or burnt out, 
take a break; walk away from the project for a weekend, and then come back with fresh eyes when 
you’re ready to begin again. If you get stuck, consider hiring a designer. Having a professional walk 
you through the process will relieve a lot of stress and will bring a different point-of-view and new 
ideas. ideas when you’re ready to begin again. 
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Hi, I’m Dee, the founder of Bleu Leman Design. I hope that this tip sheet helps 
you as you work on your own home design projects so that you truly love 
where you live. 

If you’d like to touch base with me and discuss your design needs, you can 
email me at diane@bleulemandesign.com to schedule your free consultation 
call. 

I wish you the best in your design process!

Ciao, 

Dee
www.bleulemandesign.com  |  diane@bleulemandesign.com

Bleu Leman Design is a residential interior design firm based in Oakland that 
serves the Northern California East Bay region. We work with homeowners like 
you to create a home sanctuary where you love to live.
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